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DPS Civilian Reserve dies on duty while helping stranded motorist

Reminiscing
The Arizona Highway Patrol/Arizona De-
partment of Public Safety's 75th Anniver-
sary celebration continued this year with
the opening of a special historical exhibit
on April 25 at the Arizona State Capitol
Museum.  The exhibit, entitled "75 Years
of Courteous Vigilance", features uni-
forms and various other artifacts used
throughout the history of the Arizona High-
way Patrol and Department of Public
Safety.  The very first individuals to walk
through and view the exhibit, which also
contains numerous photographs, were
(from left) retired DPS Lt. Col. Larry Th-
ompson, former Arizona Gov. Rose
Mofford, and retired DPS Col. Lloyd
Robertson.  The exhibit will be open to
the public through Aug. 31.  See story on
page 11.

DAN C. BELL

On Friday, May 26, at around 7 p.m., DPS Civilian Reserve Dan
C. Bell died while on duty along Interstate 17 near Camp Verde.

The long-time motorist assist volunteer for the Department had
been helping two women change a tire shortly
before he passed away.

Mr. Bell had been a Civilian Reserve with DPS
since July of 2000.

Shortly before his death, Mr. Bell complained
of feeling overheated while about halfway through
the process of changing a tire for the two female
motorists he had stopped to help.

Mr. Bell informed the motorists that he was
going to take a break and cool off in his Depart-
ment vehicle.  After several minutes, Mr. Bell ex-
ited the vehicle and began to walk back to the
stranded motorists.  As he was walking, he sud-
denly collapsed.

Medical personnel were immediately dis-
patched to the scene.

Two citizens observed Mr. Bell collapse and stopped to assist.
These two citizens were Doctor Jason Kurtz and Registered Nurse
Dawn Kurtz of Flagstaff.

Both administered CPR for several minutes until the Camp Verde
Fire Department arrived.  The efforts of Mr. and Mrs. Kurtz and the
Camp Verde Fire Department were not enough to save Mr. Bell.

Mr. Bell passed away on the side of the road-
way after performing a job he truly loved to do,
assisting the citizens of Arizona.

The 100 Club Board of Directors approved a
$10,000 line-of-duty death benefit to the Bell fam-
ily and visited them shortly after Mr. Bell’s pass-
ing.

Mr. Bell’s contribution to the Arizona Depart-
ment of Public Safety and the citizens of Arizona is
immeasurable. For nearly six years, Mr. Bell has
assisted officers at collisions, crime scenes, and
with stranded motorists.

His contributions allowed sworn officers at
DPS more time to concentrate their efforts on DUI
enforcement, criminal interdiction, and traffic law
enforcement.

Mr. Dan C. Bell was born on July 17, 1940 in Chicago, Illinois.  He
graduated from Littleton, Colorado High School in 1958 and fur-
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Treat Taser cartridges with care
For the recordFrom  Director

Roger L. Vanderpool's

Vantage Point A Taser operator recently experienced an injury with an unat-
tached Taser cartridge.  The cartridge was lying on a table next to a
computer (not attached to a Taser) and when picked up it was set
off by static electricity.

According to DPS Officer Jason Yeager, the Department’s Use
of Force Coordinator, it is very important to remember that just as
with firearms, Tasers and their cartridges should be held to the
“laser rule” standard.

In the case of a Taser, that rule means a person should not place
anything in front of a Taser or the blast doors of a Taser cartridge
that they are not willing to deploy probes into.

“The use of a Taser and its components, especially the car-
tridges, should always be handled with great care to avoid future
accidents,” Yeager said.

In the future, remember that Taser cartridges are deployed by
electrical discharge and can be deployed unexpectedly by static
electricity.  In addition, it is important to always keep hands away
from the front of cartridges and take care to avoid inadvertently
pointing cartridges at yourself or others.

For any questions about Taser use or safety, please contact
DPS Officer Jason Yeager at (602) 223-2319.

Two large promotional ceremonies were held at DPS since the
last issue of The Digest was published on April 15.

The first promotional ceremony to take place occurred May 8 in
Phoenix.  During this event, seven lieutenants were elevated to the
rank of commander by DPS Director Roger Vanderpool.

These new commanders at DPS, who were mentioned in the last
issue of the The Digest prior to their promotions, are Brian Wilcox,
Debra Howard, Larry Scarber, James McGuffin, Thomas Woodward,
Iven Wooten, and Dennis Young.

Also during the May 8 ceremony, seven sergeants were elevated
the rank of lieutenant.  The new lieutenants are John Philpot, Joe
“Angel” Leos Jr., Jenna Mitchell, Mark Remsey, James Warriner,
Larry Parks, and Patrick Young.

One officer was promoted to sergeant during this ceremony as
well.  That new sergeant is John Sayers.

Several civilian employees were also elevated to higher job clas-
sifications at this ceremony.  Promoted to Adminstrative Assistant
were Susan Kinnick, Gail Arthur, Deborah Whitney, Sandra

Many DPS employees promoted

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

As you are probably already aware,
our agency is currently in the process
of losing an astonishing number of vet-
eran employees to retirements.  This is
primarily the result of a timing issue
associated with the Deferred Retirement
Option Plan (DROP).

In fact, it has been more than a de-
cade since DPS has entered a period
like this where it will be losing so many
years of knowledge, skill, and wisdom

within such a short period of time.  This series of retirements will
require a “passing of the sword” at DPS unlike any other.

This “passing of the sword” will shape the Department’s
future and help define the legacy left by the retiring employees
who made our agency what it is today.

Below is the verbiage from a plaque that hangs proudly in
my office.  It reminds me that change is part of life, and that
honor, tradition, courage and wisdom is something to be handed
down to those ready to follow in the steps of brave “knights”.
The words from this plaque couldn’t apply much better to the
changes taking place at our proud law enforcement agency.

“A lifetime ago, there came a day when I decided to follow in
the steps of my knighted ancestors.  To go forth bravely, the law
to defend and the right to uphold.  To seek evil and to conquer
it, and to return wearing my shield or upon it.

As a squire, I stood in the presence of the valiant knight and
learned my lessons well.  The greatest of my peers, I was cer-
tain, would never to fit their armor to bear.  These truly were
heroes worthy of story and song, and though few in number,
daily they vanquished the foe.

In the fullness of time, I knelt before the king and received
my blued sword and shield of gold.  “Arise Sir Knight,” he said,
and arise I did ready to take my place.  Among the heroes I rode,
but apart from them, rather than a part of them for I was young.

A knight I was, and good enough for the king, but still I had
to prove my worth to others.  After many campaigns, I was
welcomed at the feast table of the knights.  I laughed at their
tales, but I remembered their battles, knowing someday their
wisdom could save my life.

I learned other lessons, incredible they seemed to me about
the people for whom I was ready to hazard all.  Weak they often
were, and incapable of protecting themselves; needful of the
knights, yet prepared to sacrifice us for our humanity.  But we
fought on, against all odds, for our cause was just.

Now, having long been a knight, sometimes I forget the
young squires who still have lessons to learn.  Those of my ilk,
we few who remain, with armor dented and blackened with smoke
of a thousand battles, teach them with our every deed.  Unno-
ticed, they watch us.  I pray we teach them well.

Soon, I will unbuckle my sword, and my shield will take its
place with the others in the great hall.  My crusades over, I will
start on another path through life, a mere mortal.  I will watch the
knights as they gallop past, into the fray.  I pray God will protect
them; they’re still my heroes.”
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Auto-theft task force managed by DPS receives prestigious award

Members of the task force working a recent detail in Yuma

The Arizona Vehicle Theft Task Force
(AVTTF), a multi-agency unit managed from
within DPS’ Criminal Investigations Divi-
sion, was recently recognized as the 2005
Law Enforcement Unit of the Year by the
Arizona Automobile Theft Authority.

The task force, which is comprised of
detectives from DPS and 16 other law en-
forcement agencies, received the prestigious
award May 11 at the 4th Annual Summit on
Vehicle Theft at the South Mountain Envi-
ronmental Center in Phoenix.

During the award presentation, it was
noted the State of Arizona dropped from first
in vehicle thefts per state in 2005 to second.
This decrease was directly related to the dedi-
cated and productive work of the detectives
assigned to the AVTTF.

In 2005, AVTTF detectives recovered
2,927 stolen vehicles, which is an increase
of 4% from 2004.  The 2005 recoveries were
valued at $30,235,206.

Detectives also conducted 390 altered/
vin switch investigations, which was a 16%
increase compared to 2004 statistics.  In 2005,
detectives arrested 390 felony suspects, up
10% from 2004 numbers.  Business inspec-
tions by detectives also increased to 75 from
62.

In 2005, detectives investigated and dis-
mantled 43 chop shops and investigated 31
cases of insurance fraud.  Training to other
agencies increased 48% in comparison to
2004 numbers, while assists to other agen-
cies totaled 1,415, which was an increase of
24% compared to the previous year.

The AVTTF continued their partnership
in 2005 with the Arizona Motor Vehicle Divi-

sion (MVD) by providing three detectives
on-call Monday through Friday in Phoenix
and Tucson to assist with VIN investiga-
tions and stolen vehicle recoveries.

This partnership is invaluable to both
AVTTF and MVD in recovering stolen ve-
hicles which have previously been purged
from the NCIC system before they are re-
registered, thus eliminating future victims.

Between September 2005 and December
2005, the AVTTF operated 24 border inter-
diction enforcement details in Arizona’s four
southern counties.  These details were
planned and operated in conjunction with
the Arizona Highway Patrol Division, U.S.
Border Patrol, U.S. Customs, and local/
county law enforcement agencies with a con-
certed mission of detecting, deterring, and

apprehending auto thieves and other crimi-
nal elements operating in southern Arizona
with criminal ties to the border.

AVTTF was the lead element in these
operations after securing grant funding
through the Arizona Department of Emer-
gency Management due to Governor
Napolitano’s declared state of emergency on
the Arizona/Mexico Border.

The following activity was recorded:  19
arrests; 33 stolen vehicle recoveries, valued
at over $350,000; 157 undocumented aliens
turned over to U.S. authorities; 2 significant
drug seizures; and 124 citations issued.

In 2005, AVTTF provided auto theft train-
ing to a multitude of law enforcement enti-
ties.  Additionally, Border Liaison Officers
provided training to law enforcement agen-
cies in Mexico.  The training south of the
border contributes to the recovery of hun-
dreds of stolen vehicles located in Mexico
yearly by the border liaison officers.

Hansberger, and Velma McClain.
Promoted to Records Supervisor was

Sandy Patterson.
Promoted to Senior Police Communi-

cations Dispatcher were Kelly Ericson-
Miller, Shannin Reed, and Julie Platt.

Promoted to Administrative Services
Officer were Sandra Othon, Candy Zangle,
and Mary Curfman.

Promoted to Applications Systems
Analyst were Deborah Staudacher, Sheng-
San Liao, and Linda Campbell.

Promoted to Evidence Custodian was
William Becktold.

Promoted to Associate Criminalist was
Heather Townes.

Promoted to Human Resources Super-
visor was Julie Trimbell.

Promoted to RMIN Center Administra-
tive Service Manager was Valentine
Biebrich.

Promoted to Administrative Supervi-
sor was Patricia Morris.

June promotional ceremony
A slightly smaller promotional cer-

emony took place June 5 in Phoenix.
Promoted from officer to sergeant dur-

ing this ceremony were Jay Hutton, Gre-
gory Swalander, Brian Swanty, Christopher
Hemmen, Martin Lepird, Jr., Vernon Ha-
vens, John Maddux and Terry Lincoln.

Promoted to Executive Assistant was
Donna L. Freed.

Promoted to Administrative Assistant
was Olga Valdez and Yolanda L. Rivera.

Promoted to Records Supervisor was
Carol Sonier.

Promoted to Fingerprint Technician
was Bradford Tenney.

Promotions ...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

The AHP/DPS 75th Anniversary Commit-
tee has decided to mail the small lapel anni-
versary pins to any retiree of DPS who would
like to have one.  Each pin features the offi-
cial 75th anniversary logo.

The only requirement is that requesting
retirees send a 6" by 9" self addressed en-
velope and $1.00 for postage to Retired DPS
Lt. Col. Larry Thompson.

The first pin is free of charge - the sec-
ond and any additional pins are $3.00 each.
If you are a retiree of DPS and you are inter-
ested in having one of the anniversary pins,
please send your self addressed envelope
and $1.00 to Larry Thompson at: P.O. Box
20369 - Wickenburg, AZ - 85358.

Retirees can get pins



Remembering
A member of the DPS Honor Guard begins a salute at DPS' Fallen
Officers' Memorial Ceremony on May 1 while a family member of a
fallen DPS officer prepares to place a red rose above the bronze
placque paying homage to her lost loved one.
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DPS honors its fallen officers at large, emotional ceremony in May
Event featured several touching, eloquent speeches about sacrifice, remembrance
A memorial service for fallen DPS officers was conducted May 1

at the Department’s state headquarters building in Phoenix.  Each of
the 27 DPS officers who died in the line of duty were honored during
the 30-minute ceremony.

The event, which was at-
tended by many surviving fam-
ily members of the Department’s
fallen officers, involved several
activities, including an opening
invocation by DPS Chaplain
Chuck Conn, the posting of col-
ors by DPS’ Honor Guard, the
pledge of allegiance by Ret. DPS
Major Tom Milldebrandt, and
welcoming comments from DPS
Officer Andy Swann.

Several touching, eloquent
speeches were also given during
the morning event that took place
at the site of the DPS Officer
Monument.  Among those who
spoke were Arizona Gov. Janet
Napolitano, DPS Director Roger
Vanderpool, and Deputy Direc-
tor David Felix.

Perhaps the most touching
speech given during the ninth
annual ceremony sponsored by
the Associated Highway Patrol-
men of Arizona (AHPA) was writ-

ten and read by Deputy Director David Felix who is a
self proclaimed “student of military history”.

In his speech, Felix drew comparisons be-
tween the famous battlefields where U.S. mili-

tary soldiers fought and died while protect-
ing our country to the “battlefields” where

DPS officers died while protecting
Arizona’s citizens.  This unique, moving

speech, which left most ceremony

Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano (at podium), DPS Director Roger
Vanderpool, and Deputy Director David Felix spoke at the event.

attendees without a dry eye, is provided in its entirety at the end of
this article.

Following the speeches at the event, each of DPS’ 27 officers
who died in the line of duty
were remembered during a “roll
call” read by DPS Dispatch Su-
pervisor Patricia Simpson.

Following the “roll call”,
DPS Commander Dean Nyhart
performed “Taps” and was fol-
lowed by a rendition of “Amaz-
ing Grace” from DPS Bagpiper
Eric Landau.

The event ended with Ms.
Joy Frankenfield, a training co-
ordinator for RMIN, singing
“God Bless America”.

Following is the speech
given by DPS Deputy Director
David Felix:

Thank you Governor
Napolitano and Director
Vanderpool.

Good morning and welcome
to our annual peace officer me-
morial hosted by the Associ-
ated Highway Patrolman of Ari-
zona.

As you all know, through-
out this month, law enforce-

ment agencies around the country will be honoring the ultimate
sacrifices made by federal, tribal, state, county and local law en-
forcement officers.

Yesterday our church reminded us that this Thursday, May 4th
is designated as our National Day of Prayer.  We were reminded to
pray that day for our country, our leaders and our soldiers.

In light of this reminder, I considered what I might say to you
today that would help us focus on just how significant these memo-
rial services are to the families, friends and co-workers - the survi-

vors - left to carry on the legacy of these incredible
public servants.

Many of you know that I am a student
of military history.  I love to read about

the people and places where Americans
fought for great causes and gave their
lives to protect the freedom of people
throughout the world.  America stands
for freedom.  Today a war for freedom
is being waged across the ocean.

It seems that the entire world’s at-
tention is focused on the sacrifices
demonstrated every day in a noble ef-
fort to rid a people of oppression at
the hands of terrorists and tyrants.

Over the years we have come to
know the names of battlefields where

warriors fought and died.  The military
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Over 40 years ago, a young Ed Slechta,
not far removed from High School, served
the United States Army in assignments
throughout Europe.

He served a tour in Vietnam, Italy, France
and even witnessed the construction of the
Berlin Wall.

Slechta said, “When I got out of the ser-
vice I had spent half my career as a military
police officer and half as an infantry man.  I
told myself, 'nope, I’m never going to be a
cop again'.”

This June, however, Sgt. Slechta’s em-
ployment with the Arizona Department of
Public Safety came to a close after 41 years
of dedicated service to the law enforcement
agency.

Just prior to his retirement, Slechta was
one of only a few remaining sworn staff mem-
bers of the original Arizona Highway Patrol
and his retirement will mark the end of a piece
of Department history.

Slechta was born in February of 1942 in
St. Paul, Minnesota.  Raised in a farm envi-
ronment, Slechta entered the military after
high school and spent a short time in the
Naval Air Reserve but quickly transferred
into the United States Army.

After finishing his service, Slechta
moved to Arizona after deciding that shov-
eling snow in frigid Minnesota was not how
he wanted to spend his winters.  Career-wise,
however, Slechta still did not know exactly
what he wanted to pursue.

Slechta said, “When I originally went into
the Army I went in with intentions to be-
come a diesel mechanic.  After basic training

the Army decided I was more people ori-
ented so they put me into military police
school.”

After his service, Slechta worked secu-
rity jobs for the Salt River Project and the
Paradise Valley Clearwater Hills development
in what he described as “seven days a week,
nonstop for almost a year.”

In 1965, though, Slechta decided to join
the first police agency that responded to his
employment application.  He submitted ap-
plications to about 30 agencies and the first

to respond was the Arizona Highway Patrol.
He gladly accepted employment with the

Arizona Highway Patrol and was assigned
to patrol highways in the Tucson-area after
graduating from the academy.

In 1969, the same year that the Arizona
Highway Patrol became part of the newly
formed DPS organization, Slechta was as-
signed to the very first DUI tack squad to
battle the growing number of DUI fatalities
in the state.

In 1973, Slechta transferred to narcotics
where he helped secure a $450,000 federal
grant that helped establish a very success-
ful multi-agency Narcotics Diversion Inves-
tigations squad.  The program lasted for
over seven years.

Slechta transferred to DPS’ Air Rescue
in 1983 and after three weeks, he encoun-
tered an incident that he called “the most
memorable and tragic experience” in his ca-
reer at DPS.  The incident occurred on Oct.
2, 1983 when a helicopter crash in Marana
claimed the life of DPS Pilot Thomas McNeff
and DPS Paramedic Richard Stratman.

“That was really a hard investigation to
do, but it started a lot of changes in our
agency’s air rescue program,” Slechta said.
“The bird [helicopter] we replaced our lost

bird with was designed
by the crew because
they knew exactly what
safety features they
needed.”

After two years with
Air Rescue, Slechta
transferred to Fleet in
Tucson and then re-
turned as a Tucson road
sergeant with the High-
way Patrol Division in
June 1985.  He has re-
mained there ever since.

Slechta said, “I’m re-
ally heavy into DUI enforcement.  I’ve been
like that since I started my police career.”

Slechta was one of three sergeants who
developed the successful Southern Arizona
DUI Task Force.  He was co-chairman and
then elected president of the task force.  He
has held that position for 16 years and relin-
quished it on June 15 of this year.

Slechta’s commitment to DUI enforce-
ment has only been strengthened overtime,
particularly after the tragic loss of his close
friends, DPS Officer David Gabrielli and DPS
Sgt. John Blaser.  Both were killed in the line
of duty on Aug. 31, 1990, after they were
struck by a drunk driver while investigating
a previous fatal crash.

Sergeant Ed Slechta retires from agency after 41 years of service

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Agency in the process of losing several
long-time employees to retirements

In addition to Sgt. Ed Slechta, the De-
part will be losing several more long-time
DPS employees to scheduled retirements
in the coming months.

The Digest will feature retirement sto-
ries on these individuals if they have
served more than 30 years with DPS.

Among those with 30-plus years of
service who are getting ready to retire, or
have already retired as of this printing,
include:  Detective Jay Atwater, Detective

Ruben Valente, Sgt. Charles "Chuck"
Wright, Officer Charles "Duke" McNeese,
Officer Randan Holmes, Telecommunica-
tions Technician James Combs, and Tele-
communications Maintenance Supervi-
sor John Clymer.  Also scheduled to re-
tire soon are  four high-ranking employ-
ees who have had storied careers at DPS.

These are Major Deston Coleman,
Major William Reutter, Commander Norm
Beasley, and Commander Dave Witter.

When I got out of the service I had
spent half my career as a military
police officer and half as an infan-
try man.  I told myself, 'nope, I'm
never going to be a cop again'.

  Ed Slechta

by Kellen Chavez, State Service Intern



DPS Detective Rick VanKeuren received DPS' Lifesaving
Award at the Phoenix awards ceremony on May 8 for help-
ing save woman's life in September of 2005.

Department honors many employees through recognition awards
Department awards were presented in

May and June to a number of DPS employ-
ees during ceremonies at three locations.

The awards were presented May 8 in
Phoenix, June 8 in Flagstaff, and June 22 in
Tucson.

Following are those who were honored
by the Department.

Central Area Awards

Special Awards
Citizen Distinguished Service
Hector Ramos
Andrew Morgret
Dennis Teixeira
Gary Souers

Life Saving
Detective Rick VanKeuren

Citizen Life Saving
Anisha Manchatta
Dan Shoenborn
Howard Martin
James Christian
Chris Smith
John Metha

Citation for Professional Excellence
Comptroller Phil Case

Letter of Commendation
Commander Debbie Howard
Officer Terry Lincoln

Officer David Mays
Officer Estevan Roman

Officer Milt Makavos
Officer Philip

Johnson

Officer Marie Johnson
Officer Wendall Crandell
Retired Officer David Mogel

Director’s Unit Citations
“Damming Warrant 15”
Economic Crimes District
Forms Management Unit
Governor’s Protective Detail
Metro East Bureau Service Patrol Workers
Research and Planning

Director’s Office
Employee of the Year
Donna Shields

Special Recognition
Brad Tenney

Agency Support Division
Manager of the Year
Lieutenant Debra Howard

Training and Management Services Bu-
reau Supervisor of the Year
Sergeant Chuck Wright

Training and Management Services Bu-
reau Employee of the Year
Officer Kristi Johnson

Human Resources Bureau
Supervisor of the Year
Connie Hinson

Human Resources Bureau
Employee of the Year
Rita Ramsey

Human Resources Bureau
Employee of the Year

Julie Trimbell

Logistics Bureau
Supervisor of the Year
Johnette Lundy

Logistics Bureau
Employee of the Year
Vinnie Andrews

Facilities Management Bu-
reau Supervisor of the Year

Rand Bruder

Financial Services Bureau
Supervisor of the Year

Linda Dickerson

Financial Services Bu-
reau
Employee of the Year
Officer Terry Lincoln

Criminal Investigations Division
Special Team Award
Detective Tony McDaniel

Special Team Award
Detective Jimmy Oestmann

Intelligence Bureau
Detective of the Year
Vern Alley

Intelligence Bureau
Squad of the Year
AcTIC Operations Squad II

Investigations Bureau
Squad of the Year
Phoenix General Investigations Squad

Criminal Justice Support Division
Manager of the Year
Cynthia Pellien

Licensing and Regulatory Bureau
Supervisor of the Year
Officer Rudy Buck

Licensing and Regulatory Bureau
Employee of the Year
Leigh LeBlanc

Records and Identification Bureau
Supervisor of the Year
Joyce Dehnert

Records and Identification Bureau
Employee of the Year
Chris Ramsey

Operational Communications Bureau
Supervisor of the Year
Donna J. Street

Operational Communications Bureau
Central Communications Center Employee
of the Year
Anna Baum

Scientific Analysis Bureau
Administrator of the Year
Randy Johnson

Scientific Analysis Bureau
Special Recognition
Andrea Buller

Scientific Analysis Bureau
Employee of the Year
Becky Love-Holt

IT Bureau Application Development Em-
ployee of the Year
Roderick V. Stomberg
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Information Technology Bureau
Employee of the Year
Dan Shuba

Information Technology Bureau
Technical Services Employee of the Year
Mark Oreskovich

Telecommunications Bureau
Supervisor of the Year
Jeremy Knoll

Highway Patrol Division
Aviation Section
Employee of the Year
Sr. Pilot Clifford Brunsting

Mark Dryer Reserve Officer of the Year
Sergeant Paul Drake

Metro East Bureau
Field Training Instructor of the Year
Officer Alan Haywood

Metro East Bureau
Officer of the Year
Adam Lason

Metro East Bureau
Canine Officer of the Year
Doug Torres

Metro East Bureau
Motor Officer of the Year
Carri Stubblefield

Metro West Bureau
Supervisor of the Year
Sergeant Robbie Milam

Metro West Bureau
Officer of the Year
Rich Peles

Metro West Bureau
Squad of the Year
Shift One Squad One

Southern Patrol Bureau
District Four Employee of the Year
Tina Simpson

Southern Patrol Bureau
District Four Officer of the Year
Michael McLaren

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Bureau
District 16 Officer of the Year
Todd Korth

Southern Area Awards

Special Awards
Citizen Distinguished Service
Dennis Robinson

Fraternal Order of Police DPS Officer of
the Year
Detective Scott Desjadon

Agency Support Division
Facilities Management Bureau
Employee of the Year
Jason March

Criminal Investigations Division
Narcotics and Organized Crime Bureau
Detective of the Year
Miguel Castillo

Intelligence Bureau
Employee of the Year
Alane Quinton

Investigations Bureau
Employee of the Year
Mary Ellen Vanwyck

Criminal Justice Support Division
Operational Communications Bureau
Southern Communications Center Em-
ployee of the Year
Thomas “TJ” McCall

Information Technology Bureau
Personal Computer Specialist Employee of
the Year
Terry Dishroon

Scientific Analysis Bureau
Scientist of the Year
John Maciulla

Highway Patrol Division
Southern Patrol Bureau
Squad of the Year
District Eight Squad Five

Southern Patrol Bureau
Field Training Instructor of the Year
Officer John Watlington

Southern Patrol Bureau
District Six Officer of the Year
John Gillispie

Southern Patrol Bureau
District Eight Officer of the Year
Felipe Solis

Southern Patrol Bureau
District Nine Officer of the Year
Marcy Cox

Northern Area Awards

Special Awards
Distinguished Service
Officer Brendan Page

Letter of Commendation
Strawberry Patchers

Criminal Investigations Division
Investigations Bureau
Detective of the Year
Mike Godinez

Narcotics and Organized Crime Bureau
Squad of the Year
Mohave GITEM Squad

Criminal Justice Support Division
Operational Communications Bureau
Northern Communications Center Em-
ployee of the Year
Sandra M. Thompson

Highway Patrol Division
Northern Highway Patrol Bureau
Supervisor of the Year
District Two Sergeant of the Year
Rod Wigman

Northern Patrol Bureau
Field Training Instructor of the Year
Officer Vernon Havens

Metro East Bureau
Squad of the Year
Northern Canine Squad

Northern Patrol Bureau
District One Sergeant of the Year
Ray Butler

Northern Patrol Bureau
District One Officer of the Year
Gary Bujdos

Northern Patrol Bureau
District Two Officer of the Year
Brad Elliott

Northern Patrol Bureau
District Three Officer of the Year
Joshua Henson

Northern Patrol Bureau
District Eleven Sergeant of the Year
Richard Alvarez

Northern Patrol Bureau
District Eleven Officer of the Year
Vernon Havens

Northern Patrol Bureau
District Twelve Officer of the Year
Randy Evers

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Bureau
Officer of the Year
Terry Cirre

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Bureau
District 15 Officer of the Year
Brady Bullard
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Propane tanker crash created anxiety for DPS, nearby community
Morning calm quickly turned into drama for the town of Bisbee

on Thursday, March 8.
At about 8:45 a.m., a tractor-trailer rig loaded with 9,300 gallons

of liquified petroleum gas (propane) was eastbound on State Route
80, two miles west of Bisbee, when it struck and broke through the
guardrail and overturned into a mountain canyon.

State Route 80 at this point passes over the beautiful Mule
Mountain Divide.  Driver Stephen Kozlosky’s greatest concern
turned from the beautiful surroundings to escape as his truck over-
turned into the canyon, coming to rest on its drivers side.

The tractor immediately caught fire.  Kozlosky was partially
trapped in the cab, but was able to wriggle out of the cab, leaving
some of his clothes behind.

The driver, who works for a company called Arizona Propane,
was flown by helicopter to University Medical Center in Tuc-

son, where he was treated for a broken rib, a broken toe, a head
laceration and numerous bumps and bruises.

DPS Highway Patrol Officer Tim Wiedemann of District 9 re-
sponded to the scene and observed a large black cloud of smoke
coming from the crash site.  Due to a high risk of explosion,
Wiedemann and other area officers withdrew and set up a perimeter
of 1.5 miles on either side of the scene.

With the assistance of the Cochise County Sheriffs Office and
the Bisbee Police Department, area residents were advised of the
danger of explosion and asked to evacuate.  Some local residents,
including some within 200 yards of the site, chose not to leave.

Cochise County S.O. provided their Emergency Response Ve-
hicle (ERV) to assist with communications at the command post
established at the west end of the Mule Pass Tunnel on State Route
80.  This was the first incident for their newly purchased ERV.

The DPS Air Rescue helicopter in Tucson was called to the
scene to fly over and inspect the crash site and to take photo-
graphs for ground units to evaluate the damage to the propane
tanker.  DPS Hazardous Materials units were summoned to the scene,
arriving by air and ground transport.

After inspection of the site, Bisbee and Sierra Vista fire fighters

were able to put out the fire.  The fire had consumed all of the cab
and sleeper and melted away all but the engine and drivetrain com-
ponents of the tractor.

The fire had also heavily scorched the front of the propane
tanker.  At one point, a strong odor of propane drove firefighters
and emergency personnel back to the perimeters.  An inspection of
the propane tanker showed that it still held most of its load.

Due to it being positioned on its side, pumping off the propane
was not an option for recovery.  Semi-permanent road closures and
detours were initiated to allow recovery workers to begin burning
off the gas.

DPS officers and ADOT personnel manned these roadblocks
around the clock while a Haz-Mat unit monitored the burn opera-
tion.  Three large burners were set up on State Route 80 and burn-off
began at 4 p.m. that day.

Burn off operations continued with the roadway closed until
March 10 at 11 a.m., when the road-
way was opened to traffic, with a pass-
ing lane restricted to allow room for
workers.

Burn-off of the propane contin-
ued until March 22 at 10 a.m. when
the tank was declared to be empty.
Burn off efforts were hampered by

cold weather and high winds.
The roadway was again closed fully to allow recovery of the

truck and trailer.  Two heavy-duty wreckers, a heavy-duty rotator
crane wrecker, a tractor-trailer Landol flatbed and several other sup-
port vehicles were used to complete the recovery.

During recovery of the tanker from the canyon, a cable broke,
causing a moment of excitement for workers.  The tanker moved
only a few inches, though, due to a number of other cables attached
to it.  Barnett’s Towing and Propane handled the recovery.

An inspection of the tanker after recovery showed a large dent
in the rear bulkhead and recovery workers advised that the tanker
had been leaking slightly throughout the process.

DPS Haz-Mat personnel estimated that if the tanker had ex-
ploded, it may have created a fireball 20 acres in diameter.

Officer Wiedemann was assisted in his investigation by DPS
CVEB Officer Jesus Moreno, and DPS Officer Ben Buller.  The inves-
tigation concluded that the driver most likely fell asleep before go-
ing off the road.

After working this incident, Wiedemann confirmed his rule-of-
thumb theory for Haz-Mat collisions -- if you can still see it behind
your extended thumb, you’re still too close.

DPS Haz-Mat personnel estimated that if the tanker
had exploded, it may have created a fireball 20
acres in diameter.

Because the tanker was on its side, the propane inside of it had to be burned off over several days

by DPS Sgt. Dan Long
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New drug incinerator will be valuable tool for DPS, other agencies
by Kellen Chavez, State Service Intern

During the months of April and May, DPS coordinated two very
large marijuana burns that successfully destroyed thousands of
pounds of marijuana seized by agency officers.

What was unique about these particular burns, however, was
that the illegal drugs were burned within the comfort and confines
of the DPS headquarters complex in Tucson.

This was possible because, prior to the marijuana burns, DPS
had used $245,000 of a special grant to purchase an advanced drug
incinerator to be permanently placed at its headquarters complex in
Tucson (close to the existing crime laboratory there).

Many years ago, DPS had its own drug incinerating facilities in

Phoenix, Flagstaff and Tucson.  The crude nature of these facilities,
however, led to their closure.

Tom Heideman, DPS Facilities Supervisor, said, “The EPA re-
quirements made it too difficult to maintain the air quality with those
old furnaces.”

Heideman added that once those old furnaces closed, DPS then
had no choice but to spend thousands of dollars to have private
companies burn its seized drugs.

The two different companies used were based out of Tucson
and Claypool and were primarily mine incinerators for metals like
copper.

With the purchasing of the new incinerator, which is a giant
black, smokestack-like piece of machinery that stands nearly 30-feet
tall, environmental and financial issues are those of the past.

Ed Heller, the Regional Crime Lab Manager in Tucson, said,

“The incinerator has two burners.  One burns the drugs and then
the ash goes into the upper burner and that burns it a second time
so that the exhaust coming out of the top is very clean and there are
low emissions.”

The new incinerator, which was purchased from Crawford In-
dustries, a company based in Florida, will also allow DPS to better
conserve resources and man power.

Concerning past instances when DPS would take its drugs to
private companies to burn, Heideman said, “Whenever we needed
a large load of drugs burned we would have to take several SWAT
members with us to guard the drugs.  The process was very time
consuming and a drain on resources.”

Heideman said the new ma-
chine only requires one man to
operate and requires no extra se-
curity because it is already lo-
cated within a secure and pro-
tected DPS property.

With the incinerator being the
only one of its kind in Arizona,
DPS hopes that in the near future
it will be used to burn drugs
seized by its officers all over the
state and by other police agen-
cies.

Heller said, “We’re going to
probably burn in any one day
here between 500 and 1000
pounds of marijuana.”

As for now, the incinerator is
mostly being used to burn drugs
seized by DPS officers in the
southern portions of Arizona.

It is getting a good workout
so far, even considering its lim-
ited utilization at DPS.  After all,
stunning quantities of marijuana
are seized by DPS officers as-
signed to the southern areas of
Arizona due to the heavy drug
trafficking associated with the
nearby U.S.-Mexican border.

That heavy drug trafficking
combined with the drug interdic-
tion efforts of the Department's

officers could make the new incinerator an invaluable piece of equip-
ment.

It will only be utilized more and more in the future because Heller
said that the process of making the new incinerator DPS’ one and
only statewide resource for drug-burning has already begun.

Eventually, once the appropriate training and education takes
place regarding the new incinerator, the machine will likely burn a
great majority of the marijuana seized by the Department.  It will not
matter if the drugs were seized in Flagstaff or Nogales.

Clockwise from top left:  DPS employees use carts to wheel large quantities of marijuana to
the new drug incinerator located within the DPS headquarters complex in Tucson; an overall
view of the new 30-foot tall incinerator; marijuana begins to burn within the new machine.

Burn time

A smooth sea never made a
skillful mariner - Unknown.
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tual Arizona Concealed Weapon Permit Law,
or A.R.S. 13-3112.

The amendments were signed by Gover-
nor Napolitano and were expected to be ef-
fective 90 days after the close of the most
recent legislative session.

These amendments will remove the re-
quired 2-hour refresher firearms training por-
tion when renewing a concealed weapon per-
mit.  Despite this change, permitees must still
submit a renewal application.

Another amendment will enhance pro-
tections of concealed weapon records re-
garding applications, permit holders, or in-
structors.  Furthermore, another amendment
changes the statute regarding reciprocal
agreements and the recognition of concealed
weapon permits issued by other states.

In addition to these technical changes
of sorts, the CWPU has also experienced
changes in personnel and work volume.

Since August 2005, the unit has experi-
enced a 30 percent increase in applications
for concealed weapon permits while six of
the unit’s seven staff members changed.
CWPU staff is very enthusiastic about the
future of the unit and its programs.

They are seeking innovative solutions
to business challenges, implementing new
technologies, and developing a “partners in
success” relationship with their customers
to create a superior product.  Please stop by
and meet the new CWPU staff.

The most recent additions are Mike Kline
and Steve Quisenberry, Concealed Weapon
Permit Coordinators. Mike grew up in Phoe-
nix and recently retired from the Department
of Defense after 22 years service. He served
as an intelligence analyst as well as a train-
ing instructor. Mike graduated from the Phoe-
nix Police Academy (now ALEA) and served
as a local police officer.

Steve moved to the Phoenix area from
Chicago about 2 years ago. He is a retired
Federal Special Agent with over 30 years ser-
vice and has a substantial background in
firearms instruction training.

In addition to Steve’s firearms instructor
experience, his last four years were spent in
the position of Assistant Special Agent in
Charge of the Chicago Regional office of the
U.S. Labor Department, Inspector General
having jurisdiction over a five-state area.

He supervised the investigative and ad-
ministrative functions of nine special agents.

He has been a featured
speaker in new agent
training and criminal
justice classes.

The Concealed Weapon Permit Unit
(CWPU) at DPS, a small but critically im-
portant team of professionals at the agency,
has taken on a dramatically new look.

In recent months, the seven employees
assigned to the CWPU have experienced
some very significant changes in the areas
of staffing, work volume, and job responsi-
bilities.  And as if that weren’t enough
change, the unit’s namesake credential and
most carefully distributed item - its actual
concealed weapon permit - has been com-

pletely overhauled.
The CWPU’s unveiling of its new

and improved concealed weapon per-
mit this past May is perhaps the
change that most in law enforcement
need to be made aware of.

Please view the images on this
page of The Digest to familiarize your-
self with the differences between the
unit’s original and new permit.

The new permit contains en-
hanced security features and is more du-
rable than the original style. The original
permit, however, is still valid and those wish-
ing to upgrade to the new style may do so.
Visit DPS’ website at www.azdps.gov for de-
tailed upgrade instructions.

Other recent changes in the CWPU at
DPS include the implementation of H.R. 218,
the Law Enforcement Officer’s Safety Act
of 2004 (LEOSA).   The LEOSA Certificate
of Firearms Proficiency exempts qualified
active and retired law enforcement officers
from select local and State prohibitions on
the carrying of concealed firearms.

It does not provide police officer liabil-
ity protection, nor does it completely ex-

empt active or retired
officers from all state
laws regarding carrying
concealed firearms.  For
more information on the
LEOSA program, how
to apply for the certifi-
cate, and how to be cer-
tified as a LEOSA in-
structor, please refer to
DPS’ website.

Other recent
changes impacting the
Concealed Weapon
Permit Unit involve
amendments to the ac-

Concealed Weapon Permit Unit undergoes
extreme make-over starting with credential

Members of the CWPU from left:  Tahlia Brooks, Administrative Assistant; Mike Kline, CWP Coordina-
tor; Cindy Mason, Administrative Assistant; Margi Gesler, Criminal Records Specialist; Rene Wilson, Ad-
ministrative Supervisor; and Steve Quisenberry, CWP Coordinator.
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On April 25, the Arizona Highway Patrol/
Arizona Department of Public Safety’s 75th
Anniversary celebration continued with the
opening the “75 Years of Courteous Vigi-
lance” exhibit at the Arizona State Capitol
Museum.

The exhibit is located on the second floor
of the old Capitol Building in the Governor’s
reception area and will be open to the public
through August 31.

The exhibit is allowing DPS to share its
proud history with the many visitors to the
museum while employees, retirees, family
and survivors reminisce.

This exhibit is more than unique as it is
the first time that DPS has had any activity
of this kind at the museum.

DPS Major Deston Coleman worked with
museum curator Brenda McClain and Sally
Cronin, Dick Parkans and Gary Keltz of the
DPS Photo Lab to create the visual history
of the Department dating back to its creation
in 1931.

Photographs, original uniforms and other
artifacts that have been placed in the exhibit
will acquaint you with the first fourteen High-
way Patrol Officers that serve as the foun-
dation of what DPS is today.

Several departmental retirees and current
employees gathered at a morning reception
hosted by the museum on April 25 for the
exhibit’s grand opening.

Many of the first agency retirees to walk
through and view the exhibit that morning

shed tears as the images and artifacts in the
room evoked strong, vivid memories from
their proud careers.

Many retirees of DPS and the original
AHP expressed their appreciation of the 75th
Anniversary Committee’s effort to celebrate
these first 75 years.

During a brief ceremony Director

Vanderpool recognized special guests, re-
tired DPS Colonel Lloyd Robertson, badge
#17, and former Governor Rose Mofford for
their significant role with the Department.

Remember this exhibit is all about Ari-
zona Highway Patrol/ Arizona Department
of Public Safety.  Seeing it is a must. Bring
your family and friends before Aug. 31.

AHP/DPS historical
exhibit now open in
Old Capitol museum

Exhibit opening
In the photo collage above, a crowd of DPS retirees and current employees listen to a
speech by retired DPS Colonel Lloyd Robertson on April 25 at the Arizona State Capitol
Museum.  Just minutes after Robertson's speech, the historical exhibit dedicated to the
Arizona Highway Patrol/Department of Public Safety was officially opened for viewing.

In April, motorcycle officers from DPS
lent much needed support to the fourth an-
nual Muscular Dystrophy Motorcycle Ride.

For the past three years, the Maricopa
County Sheriff’s Office has provided the
police escort services for the hundreds of
motorcyclists on this two-hour ride that
raises funds to battle Muscular Dystrophy.

When MSCO was unable to provide their
services this year, six DPS motor officers
took the responsibility and helped provide
unhindered passage for more than 500 rid-
ers as they made their way from the Harley
Davidson dealership in Arrowhead to
Westworld of Scottsdale.

Demonstrating a high degree of experi-
ence, the motors at DPS had to leap frog the
long line of bikes, quickly close and then re-

open on-ramps, then skillfully and carefully
block and un-block intersections.

Retired DPS Sgt. Brad Butler, who was
the lead civilian motorcyclist in this year’s
ride, said, “This is a lengthy ride that, for
the first time in the four years of taking place,
went off without a hitch or an incident.”

He said everyone commented on the
precision that the DPS motorcycle officers
showed in stopping traffic and providing
safety to everyone as they traveled through
the city.  Some of those on the ride were
young passengers who suffer from muscu-
lar dystrophy, including Clark Demland, who
rode with Butler and his sister-in-law, Dawn,
in a motorcycle equipped with a side-car.

This year's event raised roughly $15,000
and was considered a great success.

Motorcycle officers from DPS helped make
charity motorcycle ride a safe, fun event

Ready to go
Motorcycle officers at DPS helped make the
charity ride safe for riders like Retired DPS
Sgt. Brad Butler, his sister-in-law Dawn
Butler, and (in side-car) Clark Demland,
who was the official ride leader for the Mus-
cular Dystrophy benefit.
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Dear Director Vanderpool:
     I’m writing to express my gratitude and
appreciation for the help given to us last
week by Officer Tim Elmer, #5783.
     My fiance, Rigo, and I were driving back
to Peeples Valley from Prescott in the evening
on Yavapai County Road 10 (Iron Springs
Road) during quite a heavy snow storm.  I
ran over part of a dead javelina that was on
the highway, which caused a flat tire a short
way down the road.  The jack that came with
my car didn’t work as well as it should have
and Rigo was having to struggle with that,
in addition to dealing with the darkness, the
cold, and the blowing snow.  Officer Elmer
was passing by on his way back from the
Prescott Jail and stopped to check on us.
He brought out his jack and helped Rigo
change the tire.  The spare tire was a little
“iffy” so he recommended that we go back
to Prescott to air it up.  He followed us into
town (about seven miles) and then stayed
to help Rigo switch the spare “doughnut”
tire from front to back to make driving a little
easier.  He even tried plugging the damaged
tire, to no avail.  He ended up spending about
two hours with us and made sure we were
squared away before heading back.
     Officer Elmer is a real credit to DPS.  He
was so pleasant and extremely helpful and
willing to assist.  Both Rigo and I were very
grateful.  As Justice of the Peace for Baghdad
and Yarnell, I have the opportunity to work
with many DPS officers and I know they
sometimes need a “pat on the back” for the
great things they do, so THANK YOU to
DPS and THANK YOU to Officer Elmer for
going that extra mile to help.
Anna Mary Glaab
Peeples Valley, AZ

Dear Director Vanderpool
On behalf of the Union Pacific Railroad,

I would like to say “thank you” to DPS Po-
lice Communications Dispatcher Darcy
Foulois of Tucson.  Her timely call on May
25, 2006 into our Response Management
Communication Center proved invaluable to
public safety and helped prevent a critical

incident.  Her call to our center pertained to
the vehicle fouling our track at the Missile
Base Road crossing in Red Rock, Arizona.

The information she provided allowed us
to temporarily halt a nearby locomotive
power movement short of the obstruction,
conduct a safety inspection of the area and
take necessary actions to prevent a poten-
tial critical incident.  Her professionalism
while working with our RMCC was quite
apparent and commendable.

The safe and efficient operation of our
railroad is our goal and we believe the well
being of the communities in which we oper-
ate are integral to our business mission and
vital to the success of our company.

Union Pacific Railroad is committed to
being a company where our customers want
to do business, where our employees are
proud to work and where shareholder value
is created.  We deeply appreciate the efforts
of Darcy Foulois in helping us operate a safe
and efficient railroad.
Dennis L. Jenson
Chief of Police
Union Pacific Railroad Company

Dear Director Vanderpool:
     I want to acknowledge the outstanding
presentations given to my two Police Pho-
tography classes at Scottsdale and Mesa
Community Colleges by Photographic Spe-
cialist Dick Parkans.  He has given his per-
sonal time to share his hindsight and experi-
ence gained over the years as a Photogra-
pher for the Arizona Department of Public
Safety.  Please accept the thanks from me
and my students to him and to you for your
continued support of Community Colleges
Administration of Justice Programs.
     These students are the future Police Of-
ficers, forensic scientists and technicians.
They are seeking insight from someone work-
ing in the field able to relate the current chal-
lenges and rewards in this career.  His con-
tribution to the students gives them a better
appreciation of the demands and rewards to
be found in this ever growing career field.
     Thanks from all of us in Law Enforcement
education for your supports.
Michael J. Wilson
Instructor of Police Photography
Scottsdale Community College

Dear Director Vanderpool:
     This letter is to give thanks for the fan-
tastic opportunity that my students at Glen-
dale Community College shared while listen-
ing to three of your employees discuss law
enforcement and duties in the crime lab.
     Sgt. Michael Bonin of the Highway Pa-
trol spoke first, doing a great job.  He was so
impressive that three students, already work-

ing in what was to be their life’s career, have
changed, and now are going to try law en-
forcement.  Mike has much experience and
is a pleasure to listen to.
     Mark E. Cardwell and Jennifer J.
Blumenthal also spoke to my classes about
the crime lab.  They did a great job.
     I teach criminal justice and as such, al-
ways have potential police officers and of-
ten, several potential crime lab employees.
     We do appreciate having these talented
people give up their time to come speak with
us.   We hope that we can continue to count
on DPS for professional speakers.
Irving W. Gehres
Criminal Justice Instructor
Glendale Community College

Dear Director Vanderpool:
     This is an “Orchid Letter” for officer Jef-
frey Easton.  You have in this gentleman an
officer who truly is an excellent example of
what a DPS officer should strive to be.
     On the 4th of April this year, about 7:24
a.m., I was involved in a severe collision on
the 101 freeway, westbound just beyond
Scottsdale Road.  I was hit from behind, then
on the side of my car by an “alleged” drunken
driver who apparently had passed out.  His
car forced my car into the concrete barrier
and luckily, no other cars were involved.
    Officer Easton arrived shortly after the col-
lision and took charge.  He did this in a pro-
fessional manner, being both firm and cour-
teous.  He showed genuine concern and made
sure I and the other driver were in the ambu-
lance on the way to Mayo Hospital.
     Officer Easton came to the ER and spent
considerable time there, making sure I was
aware of any victim’s rights, but mostly
showing concern to me and my wife about
my condition and if I was going to be all
right (I only have a fractured sternum).  He
pointed out that the other driver had a war-
rant from Indiana for a DUI and that he would
write the charges so, hopefully, the County
Attorney would charge him with reckless en-
dangerment.
     He told us how proud and happy he was
to be a Highway Patrolman.  And you, sir,
should be proud and happy that he is one of
your officers.
Allan Ross Gavle
Scottsdale, AZ

Dear Director Vanderpool
     On April 23, 2006 at approximately 6:00
p.m., we investigated a tragic accident in the
City of Cottonwood on Highway 89A.  The
driver at-fault was estimated to be traveling
in excess of 90 miles-per-hour when he lost
control and collided with a husband and wife

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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driving in the opposite direction.  The acci-
dent resulted in life threatening injuries but
fortunately it appears everyone will survive.
     The investigation of the accident will re-
sult in criminal charges against the at-fault
driver and civil recourse will surely follow.
It was imperative that our investigation be
complete and professional.  We were able to
meet that standard with the assistance of
Officer Brett Thomas from your agency who
responded to the scene on his own accord
and assisted us with the investigation
through the use of your department’s
“Aims” Unit.  He contributed approximately
7 hours of his time to the investigation.
     We would like to thank you and your
agency for your continuing support and,
specifically, we would like to commend the
services of Officer Thomas.  His initiative to
respond and offer his assistance was greatly
appreciated and made the investigation
much more professional.  Officer Thomas
represented your agency very well.
Doug Bartosh
Cottonwood Chief of Police

Dear Director Vanderpool:
     I hope I am contacting the correct depart-
ment.  Last night I was stopped by Highway

Patrol Officer O’Brien and his partner on route
202 east in Mesa.  It was clear to me from
what followed that these patrolmen sus-
pected that I may have been driving under
the influence of alcohol.  Officer O’Brien
mentioned he saw my car at some point wan-
der out of the lane in which I was driving.
     The fact was I had not been drinking and
Officer O’Brien took reasonable steps under
the circumstances to convince himself that
was the case.  Once that was accomplished,
he issued me a warning for speeding and
sent me on my way.  I must admit that I was
pretty shaken up and extremely glad that I
don’t drink alcohol if I am going to drive.
     After thinking it over, however, I feel very
good about the way Officer O’Brien and his
partner handled the entire encounter.  First,
it is of course their job to try to identify un-
safe drivers on the road.  I have no doubt
that something about my driving caused
them to take an interest in me.  Once I was
stopped, however, the officer was unfailingly
polite yet did in fact do what was necessary
to ascertain I was not under the influence.
     I’m sure you are used to receiving com-
plaints about the conduct of your officers.  I
thought it only fair to let you know when an
officer behaved in a manner that brings credit
to him and your department.  Please convey
my appreciation to O'Brien and his partner.
Murray Issadore
Tempe, AZ

Letters ...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

DPS Commander Dave Denlinger, who
has worked with Slechta over the course of
his career, recalls, “Ed was a sergeant at the
time of that tragic event, but he took on the
case himself with a passion.  His energy and
attention to detail were visible throughout
the process from collision to trial.”

A member of the Pima College adjunct
faculty for the past 22 years, Slechta secured
a grant over three years ago to help create a
phlebotomy program in Tucson to equal the
success of that in Phoenix.

Slechta said, “When I put that grant to-
gether I went with the concept that DPS is
responsible for looking out for smaller agen-
cies.”

The program, which finished its final ses-
sion on April 21, has graduated more than
120 officers, 60 percent of which Slechta said
are from smaller agencies not part of DPS.

“We created a lot of good public rela-
tions in our agency with that program and it
is a very viable program.  It’s one of the
things that I’m glad I’m leaving behind,”
Slechta said.

Dear Governor Napolitano:
The citizens of Arizona are fortunate to

have Roger Vanderpool as the director of our
Department of Public Safety.

We who live in Pinal County have long
appreciated the public service of Roger
Vanderpool, previously as a DPS officer, as
our elected Pinal County sheriff and as a
community leader.

When you appointed him to serve as di-
rector of the Arizona Department of Public
Safety, we were all proud.

On May 3 about 6:30 p.m., I was surprised
to see Director Vanderpool, in uniform, as-
sisting a motorist in the median of I-10 be-
tween Phoenix and Tucson.

 A call confirmed that, indeed,
Vanderpool, along with Lt. Brian Wilcox, had
stopped at that location.

At that hour, Director Vanderpool was
likely on his way home.  He could have called
for someone to assist the motorist, and an
officer would have responded within min-
utes.  Instead, he made the stop himself.

To see firsthand that, in addition to the
administrative responsibility for DPS, Roger
has remained a humble and helpful public
servant, only increases our respect and ad-
miration.

Thank you for your public service, Di-
rector Roger Vanderpool.
Susan Marler
Casa Grande

Slechta is quick to give credit to others,
such as his squad, other patrol officers and
commanders, for a large part of the success
over his career.

In May, Slechta attended the “Make a
Difference in Arizona” banquet to support
fellow employees whom he had nominated
for awards.

The biggest award of the night, however,
came as the biggest shock to Slechta as DPS
Director Roger Vanderpool awarded Slechta
a lifetime achievement award for all his work
throughout his career with DPS.

“It was very nice to receive the lifetime
achievement award but like I told everyone
that night, it isn’t just me but rather a result
of everyone working with me,” Slechta said.

In addition, the Governor’s office made
an official proclamation that April 28th be
considered “Sergeant Ed Slechta Day.”

For all that he has accomplished through-
out his career, though, Slechta has always
given back to fellow officers as much as they
have given him.

Denlinger said, “While DPS was Ed’s
‘day job’, Ed also had a passion for helping
others.  He was the first to help fix
somebody’s house, or to band people to-

gether to help someone in need.  It was not
unheard of for a new officer or sergeant to
be invited to live at Ed’s house, complete
with meals.”

In addition to all he has done for the De-
partment, Slechta does have plans for life
post-DPS.

Slechta has his wife of 37 years, two
grown daughters and three grandchildren.
Slechta is an avid wood worker and has plans
to remodel several kitchens.

He also has about 50 model airplane kits
sitting in his workshop waiting to be built.

“I’m not a fishing man or a hunting man,”
Slechta said.  “But I want to go back to model
airplanes and woodwork because you get to
see the results of your effort.”

He may also seek public office in 2008.
In a final retrospect on his time at DPS,

Slechta recognized how fortunate he has re-
ally been.

“God has been good to me and my fam-
ily.  He’s given me a lot of opportunities that
a lot of guys would dream about.  But if
you’re going to do anything, you’ve got to
be willing to stand out from the crowd, be
honest and live by the Code of Ethics we
have in police work,” Slechta said.

Slechta ...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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Inside DPS
35 YEARS OF SERVICE

Combs, James D., 0816, Telecommunications
Technician

Davis, Thomas L., 0824, Officer

25 YEARS OF SERVICE

Shields, Donna M., 3049, Administrative
Services Officer

20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Andrews, Vinnie M., 3850, Admin. Assistant

Bolger, Timothy E., 3809, Sergeant II

Bread, Anthony D., 3826, Officer

Ferguson, Sherill L, 3838, Intelligence Research
Coordinator

Gabino, Felix A., 3830, Telecommunications
Supervisor

Godinez, Michael A., 3813, Officer

Gradias, Jose L., 3814, Officer

Huerta, David J., 3815, Officer

King, Peter M., 3817, Officer

Madrid, Angela M., 3820, Sergeant I

Murrieta-Gonzales, Celina, 3857, Police
Communications Supervisor

Nash, Jeffrey D., 3821, Officer

Oldsen, Gerald A., 0884, Officer

Platt, David J., 3823, Officer

Quinton, Alane G., 3842, Intelligence Research
Specialist

Snow, Susan D., 3833, Office Coordinator

Warner, Claudia A., 3808, Sergeant II

Wilson, Roger A., 3825, Officer

Zondlo, John G., 3843, Criminal Analyst
Supervisor

NEW EMPLOYEES

Abero, Melvin A., 6729, Criminal Records
Specialist

Ashford, Zaida L., 6707, Police Communica-
tions Dispatcher

Bonner, Angela M., 6710, Human Resources
Assistant

Bueno, Jessie G., Telecommunications Tech
Trainee

Catano, Bernadine L., 6735, Financial Services
Specialist

Cech Jr., Raymond G., 6743, Fixed Wing Pilot I

Christensen, Marc W., 6736, Officer

Elftman, Joshua A., 6737, Telecommunications
Tech Trainee

Gleason, Irene N., 6730, Criminal Records
Specialist

Harring, Kevin J., 6712, Cadet Officer

Hicks, Robert G., 6713, Cadet Officer

Jansen, Shane M., 6733, Telecommunications
Tech Trainee

Jonas, Patricia L., 6722, Admin. Assistant

Key, Andria M., 6734, Office Coordinator

Kline, Michael J., 6732, Concealed Weapons
Program Coordinator

Knee, Michael R., 6715, Cadet Officer

Kobe, John C., 6742, HR Analyst

Martin, Craig A., 6716, Cadet Officer

Michael, Justin E., 6728, Criminal Records
Specialist

Morris, Elaine R., 6711, HR Assistant

Morrison, Stephen W., 6726, Police Dispatcher

Pompa, Lorenzo A., 6725, Telecommunications
Tech Trainee

Quisenberry, Stephen L., 6731, Concealed
Weapons Program Coordinator

Saldana, Shawna M., 6738, Criminal Records
Specialist

Sevilla, Thomas, 6717, Cadet Officer

Skaggs, Scott T., 6718, Cadet Officer

Snider, Christian R., 6706, Police Dispatcher

Trujillo, Penny A., 6723, Mail Clerk

Turvy, Joshua B., 6740, Telecommunications
Tech Trainee

Whaley, Robin, 6741, Criminal Records
Specialist

White, Brandon G., 6719, Cadet Officer

White, Jason S., 6708, Evidence Custodian

Wold, Scott C., 6720, Cadet Officer

Wong, Armida N., 6727, Admin. Secretary

Zazueta, Joel, 6721, Cadet Officer

DEPARTURES

Beeson, Lisa A., 5845, Police Dispatcher

Benner, Michael C., 6677, Cadet Officer

Bynaker, Michael A., 4313, Officer

Cota, Ralph A., 6207, Officer

Darling, Randy W., 3253, Telecommunications
Coordinator

Devine, Dawn E., 6444, Fingerprint Technician

Espinosa, Carol S., 6739, Criminal Records
Specialist

Hendrix, Robert G., 6702, Criminal Records
Specialist

Hill, Jared S., 6714, Cadet Officer

Huskisson, Jennifer L., 4585, Sergeant II

Johnson, Eileen M., 5660, Fingerprint Tech

Little, Bret J., 5739, Criminalist I

Martin, Stephen L., 5601, Officer

Mogler, Brenda J., 6709, Admin. Assistant

Ramsey, Lorriann M., 6553, Police Dispatcher

Schrader, Daniel L., 5811, Officer

Stein, Michael D., 6408, Fixed Wing Pilot I

Stopke, David A., 5905, Officer

Swencki, Frank L., 6648, Officer

RETIREMENTS

Arnett, David J., 3465, Officer

Gradias, Jose L., 3814, Officer

Hardy, Glenda K., 3805, Latent Print Examiner

Harrison, George F., 5075, RMIN Field Services
Coordinator

Mueller, Christopher J., 2077, Officer

Neagles, Prill A., 4968, Criminal Records
Specialist

Ryan, Daniel C., 2086, Sergeant II

BIRTHS

DPS Highway Patrol Officer Bill Altwegg of
Tucson and his wife, Yuko, welcomed their
first child into the world on Dec. 29.  Andrew
Niwa Altwegg was born at St. Joseph's
Hospital in Tucson and weighed 6 lbs, 13 oz.

DPS Officer Dale Goodman and his wife,
Deborah, welcomed MacGregor Samuel
Goodman into the world on April 7.  MacGregor
weighed 7 lbs. 10 oz. and measured 20 ½ in.
long.  He joins 4-year-old Durham and 3-year-
old Raulin in the Goodman family.

DPS Sgt. Jesse Galvez and his wife, Gina,
recently became the proud parents of twin
girls.  Jessa Marie and Helena Marie were born
May 3 at 8:05 p.m.  The girls join big brothers 4-
year-old Matthew and 1-year-old Jayce in the
Galvez family.  Lt. Jaime Escobedo and his
wife, Bertha, are the proud grandparents.

DPS Officer Jeff Richardson and his wife,
Alexis, are proud to announce the birth of their
daughter, Kalika Paige, who was born on May
23, 2006.  Kalika weighed in at 7 lbs and 11 oz.
Jeff is assigned to the Highway Patrol in the
Bisbee/Douglas area.

Ray Castillo and his wife, April, are proud to
announce the birth of their son, Raymond
Thomas Castillo Jr., who was born May 24 in
Phoenix.  Raymond weighed 7 lbs and 9 oz.
He is the 11th grandchild of retired DPS Officer
Bob Singer and his wife, LouAnn.

OBITUARIES

Elaine W. Strong passed away on April 30.
She was the wife of retired crime lab em-
ployee, Jack Strong, and the mother of Dave
Strong, who recently retired from DPS.

Bill Phillips, the father of DPS Officer Terry
Phillips, passed away in late May.

Margaret Vidaure, the mother of DPS Officer
Andrew Vidaure, passed away on June 5.

1976 27-foot Airstream "Land Yacht" travel
trailer.  $9,500 obo.  (928) 445-6889.

Cop Swap
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Bell  ...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

thered his education at Colorado State Uni-
versity.  Dan married Elaine P. Rhody in Fort
Collins, Colorado on February 1, 1960.

He is survived by his wife and three chil-
dren: Tana Bryant, Daniel Bell, and Andrea
Weber; four grandchildren and two great
grandchildren.

Dan had a vast array of life experiences
and travels with an expansive employment
career.  He was employed as a manager with
Pacific Vegetable Oil Company, overseeing
the sales of edible oils.

His work included extensive travels
around the world leading him to experience
many diverse settings while enjoying rich
cultural experiences.

Eventually, after many years with Pacific
Vegetable Oil Company, Dan’s career led him
to Brookings, Oregon where he opened Feed
Etc., the largest country store in the area with
his wife. Dan was an officer in the Brookings,

Oregon Elks Lodge from 1976 through 1978.
His travels took him through Medford,

Oregon and Colorado before he settled down
in Mesa, Arizona in 1993.

While living in Mesa he was a civilian
assistant for the Mesa Police Department in
the DUI Enforcement Program.

In 1998, Dan purchased a home in Camp
Verde, revisiting his love of law by attend-
ing law courses and becoming certified as a
mediator.

Dan assisted his wife with Bell and As-
sociates which managed 14 different home
owners associations.

Dan had been Judge Pro Tem in Camp
Verde as well as being an Arbitrator for the
Better Business Bureau.

Dan was also the Code Enforcement
Hearing Officer for the City of Camp Verde
and the Assistant State Coordinator for the
AARP Driver Safety Program.

Dan had a passion for the law and most
recently had submitted an application and
interviewed for the Magistrate position in
Clarkdale, Arizona.

Dan began his involvement with the Ari-
zona Department of Public Safety Reserves
Program on July 8, 2000.

Mr. Dan C. Bell is remembered by family
and friends as a caring and genuine man
with deep compassion for his fellow man.
Dan was a loving family man with unparal-
leled respect and love for his wife, children
and family.

Dan dedicated himself with great enthu-
siasm to serving the public by being in-
volved as a volunteer with the Arizona De-
partment of Public Safety Reserves Program
ensuring the safety and well being of count-
less citizens traveling throughout the state
of Arizona.

Dan’s unwavering commitment to ser-
vice and his numerous positions in the com-
munity demonstrate the moral fabric of a
man with a steadfast approach to uphold-
ing justice and the fortitude to remain true
to his philanthropic principles.

Services for Mr. Bell were held Wednes-
day, May 31, 2006 at 10:00 am at Mr. Bell’s
home in Camp Verde.

Retired DPS Officer Frank Arthur
New, 76, of Camp Verde passed away
suddenly on May 12 in Scottsdale.

Mr. New was born in Clarkdale, Ari-
zona on March 18, 1930. He was a vet-
eran of the Korean War having served
in the United States Navy.

During his life, he served as a law
enforcement officer for the Department
of Public Safety.  He served for 21 years
in the communities of Phoenix, Apache
Junction and Camp Verde before his re-
tirement in January of 1982. During his
time of service in Camp Verde, he also
served as the fire Chief for the Camp
Verde Fire Department.

He enjoyed riding horses, raising
fallow deer and woodworking.  He was
always happy to help people in any way
that he could.  He was preceded in death
by his first wife Aliene Sullivan New.

Mr. New is survived by his wife of
17 years, Juanetta New, a daughter,
Roxy Ann Blakely of Phoenix, three
step-children, Linda Myers (Chuck),
David Zellner (Cindy) and Dan Zellner
(Kathy) all of Camp Verde; a sister,
Leona Ryan (Tom) of Flagstaff, 2 neph-
ews, 7 step-grandchildren and 4 step-
great grandchildren.

A memorial service for New was held
on May 20 in Cottonwood.

Retired DPS Officer
Frank New , 76, diesfamilies, friends and comrades-in-arms of

these heroes are stung with mixed feelings
of sadness and pride when the names of
their great battlefields are mentioned from
our national history:  Yorktown, Gettysburg,
The Trenches of the Western Front, Pearl
Harbor, Omaha Beach, Iwo Jima, The Green
Beach of Inchon, Chu Lai, Khe Sahn, The
Deserts of Kuwait, The Northern Mountains
of Afghanistan, Karbala, Bagdad, Falulja.

We honor these sacred places and the
heroes who fought and died there.   As Ameri-
cans - we will never forget.  And this Thurs-
day we will pray for the safety of our sol-
diers and their families.

But, for us today - we come together at
this memorial to consider the sacrifices made
by a very special “band-of-brothers.”

The names of OUR warriors and heroes
fight a similar, but unique battle - in a very
different environment - where the “enemy”
and the rules of engagement are not as
clearly defined by a national flag or military
uniform.

Our soldiers in this fight are required to
maintain an extraordinarily high level of
hyper-vigilance on battlefields where life-
threatening danger may come from a de-
ranged killer with a gun — or a motor ve-
hicle piloted by an impatient driver dis-
tracted with a cell phone under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol.

Our battlefields are described in differ-

ent ways - but are very familiar to us:  US-80
East of Dateland, the Barnyard in Chino Val-
ley, the Sycamore Creek Bridge, Interstate
40 Eastbound - East of Holbrook, the
Kingman Railroad Yard, the Executive Ter-
minal - Tucson International Airport, the
Cottonfield near Marana, Milepost 234 on I-
10, SR-84 near Casa Grande, US-89 South of
Valencia, Northbound Grand Avenue -
Nogales, SBA Task Force Headquarters -
Yuma, the Beeline Highway, North of Shea,
the Gore Point, Westbound I-10 at Prince
Road - Tucson, Eastbound US-60, West of
McClintock, an Ice Covered Stretch of US-
89 - south of Page.

These are the battlefields of officers of
the Arizona Department of Public Safety.

These are the places — burned into our
memories forever— where our officers lived
— worked and died to shield the public from
harm.  Where they enforced the laws of the
State of Arizona — and protected the rights
of people guaranteed under the Constitu-
tion of the United States of America.

Today, we celebrate the lives - grieve the
loss - and respect and honor the legacies of
our special warriors and heroes.

This Thursday, during our National Day
of Prayer - let’s never forget THESE heroes
and THEIR families.

I am honored to be here this morning -
for the opportunity to pay tribute to the
memories of our loved-ones — our family
members — our friends  — our very special
DPS band-of-brothers.

Thank you.

Felix speech ...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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Down the Highways

May 1966
     A Tucson newspaper reported that Tuc-
son policemen are trying in increasing num-
bers to hire on with the Arizona Highway
Patrol.  AHP's recent pay increase brings
starting patrolman wages to $565 per month
compared to $420 per Month for Tucson
policemen.

June 1971
     DPS Officers Dean Sousa, Bob Raley,
Mike King, Allen Williams and Ken Chlarson
captured trophies June 19 during a police
combat pistol match conducted in Clifton.
The match was sponsored by the Greenlee
County Sheriff's Office and DPS.

***
     Highway Patrol officers from DPS ar-
rested a man June 2, near the New Mexico
state line on Interstate 40, after the drunken
motorist fired several shots at passing mo-
torists.  A truck driver from Anaheim, Calif.
was wounded in the pursuit.

May 1976
     DPS Officer Ken Haw was presented with
the Department's Valor Award May 27 by
DPS Director Vern Hoy during award cer-
emonies conducted in conjunction with the
graduation of Cadet Class 27.
     Haw was honored for his actions Feb. 13
when a jet fuel-carrying tractor-trailer rig
slammed into his patrol car while parked on
the shoulder of Interstate 8.

The collision sent Haw's patrol car into an-
other vehicle and a motorcycle.
    Haw was credited with saving one man's
life when he pushed him out of the way of
the impending crash.
     He also was recognized for risking his
life while attempting to move victims clear
of the scene while controlling a fire which
began during the crash.

June 1981
    Stanley Barzar, 22, is one of three new
DPS patrolmen in the Nogales area, accord-
ing to the Nogales International.
     The Holbrook Tribune reports that Of-
ficers Larry W. Perry and James E. Clem have
been newly assigned to the Holbrook area.
Clem served for six years with the Los An-
geles County Sheriff's Department

May 1986
    DPS Officer/Paramedic Steve Lump was
elected first chairman of the National Troop-
ers Coalition during its annual conference
May 5-6 in Tallahassee, Fla.  First chairman
is the second highest executive position in
the organization.
    Lump is president of the Associated High-
way Patrolman of Arizona.

June 1991
     District 17 Highway Patrol Officer Carri
Ryerson was welcomed home from the Per-
sian Gulf War at a party June 10 with plenty
of good food, good cheer and good-natured

cordiality
     Sgt. Brian Kolb, president of the Associ-
ated Highway Patrolmen of Arizona, fas-
tened a special Desert Storm pin on
Ryerson's collar.  And just so she wouldn't
get homesick, Patrolman Skip Fink rum-
maged in his car trunk for an ugly brown
packet of MRE's to give her.
     The Army calls MRE's "meals ready to
eat," but some troops refer to them as "meals
rejected by everyone."

May 1996
   Officers from the Flagstaff Police Depart-
ment and DPS arrested a former DPS Ex-
plorer Scout on charges of impersonating a
police officer, possession of stolen prop-
erty, two counts of burglary and five counts
of auto theft.
   While serving a search warrant at the
home of the young man's mother, officers
found a DPS flat badge, a Motorola lapel
microphone, nylon holster, clipboard with
citations, a DPS uniform, two DPS jackets,
an expandable baton with holder, a VIN
manual and a Title 28 code book.
    DPS Officer Ernie Severson said that
years prior to this incident, the young man's
father was sentenced to prison on auto theft
charges.  When the former Explorer Scout's
father was arrested, Severson said officers
found 64 stolen Volkswagens parked in front
of his home located in an area outside Flag-
staff.


